Etching a Ring or Bangle
Brass & Copper
Etch First!
Etching is a process of removing thin coats of the top layers of metal by submerging
just the surface in a salt-based solution known as Ferric Chloride. Ferric Chloride
must be kept in a plastic container. Ferric Chloride works best with copper or brass; it
does not work well with silver. In order to create a decorative design by etching into
the metal, one needs to protect part of the surface with a permanent ink or masking
agent. The Ferric Chloride will etch into the unprotected metal while leaving your
decorative design behind to be revealed.

Step One - Design:
Designs can be applied to metal in a number of different ways. Three of which are:
I. Draw on your own design with a permanent ink marker (acrylic paint pens work well,
but a thin sharpie marker will also do the trick).
II. Stamp a design with an ink pad and rubber stamp.
III. Transfer a printed out image by using Press-n-Peel transfer paper.

Step Two - Protect:
Clear packing tape will serve as a plastic protective coat over the metal during etching.
You only want to etch the side of the metal sheet that holds your design. Apply clear
packing tape to the non-etching side of the metal. Fold the tape slightly over the edge
of the metal to protect the sides as well.

Step Three - Safety!!!:
Items Needed at all times!!!: safety goggles, apron, rubber gloves! Ferric Chloride will
mess you up!!!

Step Four - Suspend:
Take a piece of clear packing tape 2 inches longer than the Ferric Chloride container.
Tape your metal, design side down, to the middle of the length of tape. Suspend the
metal just under the surface of the Ferric Chloride and adhere the ends of tape to the
container wall.

Step Five - Wait:
With fresh Ferric Chloride the etching process may only take 30
minutes, but etching depth depends on the amount of time itʼs
submerged in the Ferric Chloride. It may take up to 1 hr 30 min.
Check every 30 min.

Step Six - Rinse:
Once youʼve decided the etch is deep enough, pull your piece out
(rubber gloves on!!!) and dunk it in the neutralizer bath, and then
rinse it in water. Rinse for 60 seconds under water.

Step Seven - Clean Up:
Once your metal is done, clean up any spills,
damp spots, or anything else that seems like it
should be clean. Use paper towels, not a sponge.

