
Designing the Chop

1. In your Sketchbook, or on this sheet, design 3-5 thumbnail drawings of a symbol, logo, or interesting design of 
your initials.

2. Flip the page over and trace the designs so they are backwards.

3. The chop design should represent you as an artist.

creating the Chop

4. Roll out a coil about 1/2 to 3/4 inch thick

5. Cut one end of the coil with a felting knife so it’s flat.

6. Press the flat side of the coil onto the backward design.  The graphite from the pencil should transfer to the 
coil.

7. Start carving the negative space around the design with a needle tool or exacto blade.

name__________________________date________________

ceramics



history of the Chop 

A seal, in an East Asian context, is a general name for printing stamps and impressions that are used 
for acknowledgment or authorship. China, Japan, Taiwan, Korea, and Vietnam currently use a mixture 
of seals and hand signatures, and increasingly, electronic signatures.

Chinese seals are typically made of stone, sometimes of metals, wood, bamboo, plastic, or ivory, and 
are typically used with red ink or cinnabar paste.  The word 印 ("yìn" in Mandarin, "in" in Japanese 
and Korean, pronounced the same) specifically refers to the imprint created by the seal, as well as 
appearing in combination with other ideographs in words related to any printing, as in the Japanese 
word "insatsu". 

The colloquial name chop, when referring to these kinds of seals, was adapted from the Malay word 
cap during the colonization of the Straits Settlements, and is still used to refer to rubber stamps.

How does your chop represent you?  What is its symbolism?

Why do you think it was important to artisans to create a seal for their work?  What significance might 
it have for the master to mark the work of the apprentice?

Make a connection to today.  Where can you see this concept of the chop applied to other 
expressions in our culture?

name__________________________date________________

ceramics
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