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“Brass Tile Sampler”

Jewelry/A

Intro:

How do jewelers refine their skills in order to make complex and unique work?  The work 
you do throughout these assignments and units will be the stepping stones for more 
complex and creative work.  

Things to consider before starting on each sampler:

Steps Tips

•Measure & Mark the Metal (use a fine tip sharpie or marker)

•Cut the Metal (use the metal cutter press or hand 
shears / tin snips)

•File Your Pieces (use a half round file and only use a one 
directional stroke - forward stroke or down 
stroke)

•Polish the Squares (use a brass brush but first wash your 
metal with water and a drop of liquid soap)

NOTE:  Each square should have the previous steps completed to ensure each piece is 
successful and that you are satisfied with the result.  

Troubleshooting:

Before you begin each sampler piece, be sure to do the following if trouble arises:
•Use a rawhide mallet and a clean bench block on a solid surface to straighten out bent 
pieces.  A few taps should do it.  Remember, you are working your tile with every hit!
•The brass brush works well when the piece is wet. 

The Finished Product:

If youʼre not happy with the basic components, you probably wonʼt like the finished piece.  
That being said, this is also a chance for you to experiment and discover how these 
techniques speak to you creatively.  With that in mind, on to the first sampler piece!
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“Setting Up Your Sampler”

Project Rubric:
4 - All metal tiles are created with careful attention to detail.  All edges are 
filed and surfaces look polished.  Work is comparable to above work.
3 - All metal tiles are finished.  Most work is created with care.  
2 - Some tiles are unfinished or look unrefined.  More effort is needed to 
show skilled technique.
1 - Most tiles are unfinished and look very unrefined.  Little to no effort was 
displayed.  
0 - Did not attempt project.  
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Sampler 
Square 1

This sampler will introduce you to 
jump rings.  Youʼll learn to make a 
perfectly flush ring that will stay 
closed, measure for the placement of 
holes, and create a loose join that will 
give your piece movement.

TOOLS:
•ruler
•permanent marker
•shears
•bench block (steel)
•rawhide mallet
•drill or hole punch
•half-round files
•salon board (nail file)
•wooden dowel or wrap nʼ tap pliers
•flush cutters
•chain / round nose pliers

STEPS
FIG. 01 - Mark a line down the center of the metal tile (1/2” 
from either edge and cut it into two pieces. File the edges 
and tap flat with raw-hide mallet and bench block.  

FIG. 02 - Mark a set of evenly space dots on one tile at 
least 1/16” (2 mm) in from the edge.  Drill or punch a hole 
on each dot.  Use this piece as a template to mark the 
second set of holes by placing the punched piece on top 
of the other one and poking the marker through to mark 
the bottom piece.  

Fig. 03 - MAKE A COIL - Cut a 6 inch long strand of 
copper wire.  Wrap the coil tightly around the Wrap nʼ Tap 
pliers or the wooden dowel.  The wooden dowel has a 
starter hole to insert the wire end into.  With each twist, 
the wire will continue to bend around the jaw/dowel, 
making a 5 mm. coil.  
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Sampler 
Square 1  cont.

FIG. 04 - CUT YOUR JUMP RINGS  - When you have several rings in your coil, 
slide it off the Wrap nʼ Tap tool / dowel.  Position the head of the flush cutter with the 
flat side toward the coil and cut the exposed end of the wire flush.  Flip the cutter so 
the flat side is facing away from the end that you just cut.  Continue to cut the next 
ring down the coil at the same position as the previous cut.  

FIG. 05 - ATTACH THE JUMP RING - Grip one side of a jump ring with the chain-
nose pliers.  Use the bent chain-nose pliers to gip the other side.  Open the ring by 
pulling one side toward you and pushing the other side away, rotating the ends away 
from each other rather than spreading them so that the ring opens but keeps its 
round shape.  

FIG. 06 - Slide both tile pieces on the ring through the matching holes.  Close the 
ring securely by rotating it back until the flush ends meet with no space in between.  
Work the ring back and forth as you push it closed.  The back and forth action will 
work harden the section of the ring opposite to the opening and help keep it closed.

TIPS & TROUBLESHOOTING
•Donʼt forget to oil the drill bit or your piece before drilling.
•If using a hole-punch, punch through a piece of cardstock to prevent your hole-
punch pliers from marking your metal.  
•Make sure the jump rings are completely flush at the ends.  This will help keep them 
closed over an extended period of time. File the ends of the rings to really have a 
well crafted look!
•Always rotate your jump rings open using two sets of pliers.  

GOOD LUCK!  
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Sampler 
Square 2
TOOLS:
•ruler
•permanent marker
•bench block (steel)
•design stamps
•brass-head hammer
•Chasing hammer
•Riveting hammer
•Pro Polish Pads

STEPS
FIG. 01 - Use a permanent marker and 
your jewelry ruler as before to make lines 
across your square, dividing it into 
quarters.  You will be using one quarter for 
each technique and then polishing the 
lines away later.  

FIG. 02 - STAMP A MONOGRAM, WORD, OR DESIGN 
(upper left quadrant of tile).  Choose the 
three initials of your name or stamp a word 
of your choice.  Make sure your metal is 
on a bench block on a solid surface.  If 
needed rest your hand on the surface of 
the bench block.  Strike the stamp with 
one swift blow of the brass-head hammer.  
NOTE:  Do not use the jewelry hammers 
that you use for shaping or forming, as the 
metal stamps will dent and damage them.  

Depending on the complexity of the design 
or the letter, you may need to strike the 
stamp several times to get a complete 
imprint.  

Criteria
1.  Make dots (upper right quadrant)
2.  Make lines (lower right quadrant)
3.  Make dimples (lower left quadrant) - 

use the ball end of the Chasing 
hammer.
Polish the surface of the metal with a 
Pro Polish pad to remove the marker.
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Sampler 
Square 3
TOOLS:
•Jewelerʼs saw, blades, cut lubricant
•bench pin
•hole punch pliers / drill
•Wet/dry sandpaper
•permanent marker
materials
One sampler tile
Painterʼs tape
Paper or rubber cement (optional)

STEPS
FIG. 01 - Cover the surface of the tile with 
painterʼs tape (masking tape will work 
also) and draw some wavy or whimsical 
lines on the front.  These are the guides 
you will use to cut the metal.  Using the 
hole-punch pliers or the drill, pierce the 
metal at one end of each line.  

FIG. 02 - Follow procedures for inserting 
blade into jewelerʼs saw.  Teeth angled 
down remember.   Make sure to put the 
blade through the hole in the tile before 
tightening down the blade end in the saw 
frame.  Lubricate the blade by running it 
through the bees wax.  Set the tile on the 
bench pin so it is supported and the saw 
blade is able to move through the slot in 
the bench pin.  Saw through the line at a 
perpendicular angle to the metal.    

FIG. 03 - Unscrew the blade and remove 
the tile.  Repeat for each line.   

Finally, insert a very small piece of folded 
fine grit sandpaper into each cut line and 
smooth the interior of the cut.  


