
Task: 
 Create a Whimsical Ceramic House 

UQ: How can your home tell a story?  

Related Question: If walls could talk, 

what would your home say about its 

occupants? 

 



•Area of Interaction: Human 
Ingenuity and Health & Social 
Education 

 

•Artist Exemplars: Faith 
Ringgold, Red Grooms, David 
Stabley, and Carolina Pedraza 



David Stabley’s Artist Statement: 

 

Ceramics has always been a major working force in my life. I am forever fascinated by 

its endless expressive possibilities as a medium. 

 

All of my pieces are made from an earthenware clay body and fired to 1900 degrees 

Fahrenheit. I draw my imagery onto the piece in the leather hard stage and then carve 

and texture the surface. If areas are to be glazed, I do this in the bone dry stage and 

single fire in an electric kiln. After the firing, I apply a rubbed on patina to all of the 

unglazed areas. Even though I use similar forms, all of the imagery is unique to that 

particular piece. 

 

My work is based on ideas about dreams and their relationship to fantasy. My most 

recent works deal with how we remember and perceive dreams in fragmented ways. I 

am exploring space, texture, surface design and the overlapping of objects to create 

this sense of fragmentation. My imagery reflects situations that are comfortable, 

mysterious and romantic in nature. I am fascinated by the unknown and the mysteries 

of the universe. The faces emit emotions, feeling and energy that create a mood within 

the surrounding landscape. Each piece does not tell its own story, rather it allows the 

viewer to discern their own feelings and thoughts. My work is meant to evoke the 

viewers senses of idea and content as well as the relationships to space, texture, 

color, form and surface. 

 

Dave Stabley 















“Shoe House” by David Stabley, Danville, Pennsylvania.  



Carolina Pedraza  



Carolina Pedraza Houses 



Carolina Pedraza 



Slab Method of Construction 



Project Requirements: 
• Create 1 Whimsical House lantern. 

• Your artwork must show that you thought about the unit 
question. 

• Students develop a design on paper that tells a story about an 
event in their lives, a  vacation spot, an imaginary place, a 
dream, etc. 

• The designs must include foreground, middle ground, and 
background and should include objects that are large, medium, 
and small. 

• All designs must have objects that overlap in some areas and 
should have raised or built up areas that result from adding 
extra clay. 

• Your animated house should be painted and it should tell a 
story. 

• Use the slab method of construction. 

• Your name needs to be etched into the bottom of your piece or 
chop stamp your piece. 

 



Other ?’s 

• What else may you need to be 

successful at this task?   

• What will you need to do? 

• How will you utilize your sketchbook 

and technology? 

 



Dr. Seuss House 





Dr. Seuss House 








